Wellington  (Somerset) 

Urban  District  Council. 


For  1904. 

By  Dr.  J.  Meredith , 


MEDICAE  OFFICER  OF  HEAI/TH. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i  ve .  o  rg/d  etai  Is/b302447 1 7 


Annual  Report  for  1904, 

By  DR.  J.  MEREDITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report 
of  the  general  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Wellington  for  the 
past  year. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  given  at  5,295  acres. 

The  total  population,  as  given  by  the  Census 
return  of  1901,  was  7,296.  The  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  on  the  1st  of  last  July  was  7,457.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1703,  and  the 
average  number  of  persons  to  each  house  is  3'4. 

The  geological  character  of  the  District  and 
the  staple  employments  of  the  place  have  been 
described  in  former  reports,  and  there  is  no 
change. 

The  year  1904,  like  the  year  before,  proved, 
unusually  healthy. 

The  births  were  154  and  equalled  20' 6  the 
thousand  persons,  and  the  whole  of  the  deaths 
numbered  109,  equal  to  14'624.  Three  deaths 
were  due  to  notifiable  Zyrnotio  diseases.  The 
year  before  there  were  none.  The  rate  of  infant 
mortality  for  1904  was  84'4  the  thousand  births, 
against  74  5  the  preceding  year. 

The  warer  supply  of  the  town  has  been 
plentiful,  and  of  good,  sound  quality.  The 
number  of  persons  within  the  town  who  still 
persist  in  resorting  to  wells  for  their  supplies  is 
becoming  less.  During  last  year  the  town  water 
was  supplied  to  13  additional  dwellings.  There 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  same  amount  of 
wanton  waste  of  town  water  during  the  year  as 
has  often  been  noticed  before. 
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Street  sweeping  and  general  scavenging  have 
been  well  attended  to  and  there  has  been  little 
ground  for  complaint. 

Thirteen  cases  of  illness  were  notified  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  against  34 
for  the  year  1903.  Five  of  the  13  were  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  five  of  Erysipelas,  two  of 
Diphtheria,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever.  One  of 
the  scarlet  fever  cases  proved  fatal — the  illness 
developed  in  a  house  where  there  were  many 
other  children,  all  of  whom  escaped.  The  enteric 
case  also  ended  fatally  and  the  only  explanation 
that  could  be  given  was  that ;  awhile  before  the 
onset  of  the  disease,  the  patient,  a  boy  aged  14, 
was  exposed  to  offensive  drain  emanations  and 
was  not  in  a  sound  state  of  health  at  the  time  : 
others,  I  was  informed,  experienced  offensive 
odours  at  the  time,  but  they  were  not  seriously 
affected. 

The  children  who  suffered  from  diphtheria  lived 
in  the  country  and,  undoubtedly,  the  illness  was 
brought  about  by  exposure  to  a  particularly 
offensive  privy,  while  at  the  same  time  the  water 
obtained  was  not  good— all  owing  to  want  of 
reasonable  care  and  attention.  However, 
as  soon  as  the  true  state  of  things  was  found 
out  action  was  taken  and  the  nuisances  com¬ 
plained  of  abated.  There  were  no  other  cases  of 
the  disease.  The  cases  due  to  Erysipelas  were 
enquired  into,  but  no  special  notice  was  required. 

Excepting  the  two  diphtheria  patients  the  cases 
were  all  solitary  ones  and  there  did  not  appear  tn 
have  been  any  connection  between  them  ;  all  were 
attended  to  at  their  homes.  After  each  illness 
regular  cleansing  and  disinfection  were  carried 
out  in  the  dwellings,  and  in  no  case  was  there  a 
recurrence  of  the  illness  notified. 

As  to  the  ages  of  the  persons  suffering  from 
infectious  diseases,  none  of  them  were  under  5 
years  ;  five  were  between  5  and  15  ;  four  between 
15  and  25  ;  and  four  between  25  and  65  years. 

Deaths. — As  already  stated  the  total  number  of 
deaths  for  the  whole  District  was  109,  but  when 
the  deaths  of  16  non-residents  are  deducted,  the 
number  only  equals  93,  giving  a  death  rate  of  12‘5 
per  thousand  of  the  resident  population.  This 
low  rate  would  be  qualified,  no  doubt,  by  the 
death0  of  usual  residents  of  the  Wellington 
District  who  have  died  during  the  year  at  places 
outside,  regarding  whom  there  is  no  information. 


As  to  the  causes  of  death  there  is  nothing  of 
exceptional  character  to  which  attention  need  be 
directed,  beyond  that  five  children  succumbed  to 
prematurity  and  diseases  and  accidents  at  birth. 
The  total  number  who  died  under  one  year  of  age 
was  13,  between  1  and  5  years  of  age,  five ; 
between  5  and  15,  four;  between  15  and  25,  eight ; 
between  25  and  65,  thirty-three  ;  over  65,  forty. 

Alcoholism  was  the  cause  of  death  of  one 
resident  and  two  non-resident  members  of  the 
community.  The  full  details  in  respect  to  the 
causes  of  death  are  given  iu  Table  IV. 

The  elementary  schools  of  the  District  were 
often  visited  during  the  year  and  personal  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  children  made,  as  well  as  of  the  Sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  School. 

In  a  few  cases  I  found  children  sent  to  school 
in  a  dirty,  ill  cared  for  condition,  and  special 
communications  were  made  to  parents — remonstra¬ 
ting  with  them  for  being  neglectful.  Neighbours’ 
opinions,  pointedly  invited,  have  a  salutary  effect 
in  most  of  these  cases. 

The  attendance  at  the  Schools  has  been  good 
during  the  year  and  there  has  been  no  interference 
from  infectious  illness. 

At  the  end  of  April  I  had  again  to  direct  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  unhealthy  habit  which  some  labourers 
have  of  storing  potatoes  in  their  little  houses  and 
occasionally  in  their  very  sleeping  rooms,  where 
the  odours  from  them  is  certain  to  cause  lassitu  le 
if  not  a  lingering  illness.  The  practice  is  not  by 
any  means  as  common  as  it  used  to  be. 

Nuisances  from  pig-keeping  are  much  fewer 
than  they  used  to  be.  This  is  due  to  the  better 
enforcing  of  the  Bye-laws  and  largely  to  other 
householders  resenting  the  proximity  of  such 
sources  of  nuisance. 

During  October  I  made  a  round  of  inspection  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act  of  1901,  and  took  notice  of  the 
nature  of  the  work  carried  on,  whether  out¬ 
workers  were  employed,  whether  the  Abstract  of 
the  Factory  Act  was  affixed  in  such  a  position 
that  it  might  be  readily  noticed.  Descriptions  aud 
capacity  of  each  building  were  duly  noticed  as 
were  also  means  of  warming,  ventilating,  lighting, 
and  facilities  for  escape  in  the  case  of  fire. 


The  sanitary  state  of  the  premises  was  inquired 
into  and  where  there  appeared  to  be  anything 
amiss  in  this  respect  it  usually  was  found  to  be 
the  fault  of  the  work-peonle  themselves.  Never¬ 
theless,  it  was  pointed  out  that  this  would  not 
exonerate  an  employer  from  blame  in  the  event  of 
anything  untoward  arising.  It  should  be  added 
that  notices  to  cleanse  and  whitewash  were 
issued  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  five  occasions 
and  all  were  carried  out. 

A  formal  return  bearing  upon  this  subject  will 
be  found  this  year  among  the  usual  forms  accom¬ 
panying  this  report. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  furnishes  a  statement 
respecting  nuisances  that  have  come  under  his 
notice  and  action  has  been  taken  by  him  to  abate 
them. 

Nine  cases  of  defective  and  choked  drains  were 
dealt  with, 

Three  of  defective  and  offensive  cess-pits. 

Three  of  accumulation  of  offensive  manure  pits. 

One  of  water  polluted  owing  to  a  defective 
drain. 

One  of  a  dirty  and  offensive  slaughter  house. 

Two  instances  of  houses  becoming  unhealthy 
from  percolation  of  water  into  them  from 
a  higher  level  at  the  back. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  periodically  inspected 
the  various  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district 
and  saw  that  periodical  whitewashing  was  done. 
As  a  rule  the  places  were  found  in  a  cleanly 
condition. 

It  is  very  rarely  that  milch  cows  are  kept  in 
cowsheds  in  this  district,  they  are  brought  in  for 
milking  ;  but  the  rest  of  the  time  they  spend  in  the 
open  fields. 

Slaughter  houses  and  Bakeries  have  been 
regularly  visited  and  their  condition  found  fairly 
satisfactory. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  has  been  below  the 
average,  amounting  only  to  30  inches. 

There  have  been  a  great  number  of  vagrants  in 
the  Union  Casual  ward  during  the  year.  1  hese 
aimless  wanderers  are  becoming  more  numerous 
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each  year.  There  is  no  record  that  they  have  been 
the  means  of  importing  disease  into  the  District. 


During  the  1st  quarter 
of  1904  there  were 

MEN. 

WOMEN 

.  CHILDREN 

|  754 

...  39 

...  13 

»  ))  2nd  ... 

J  600 

...  36 

...  6 

3rd  ... 

671 

...  33 

...  12 

»  >}  4th  ... 

1017 

...  38 

13 

Total  ... 

3072 

...  146 

...  44 

These  figures  do  not  give  the  total  number  of 
vagrants  who  pass  through  the  district  during  the 
year. 


There  is  no  licensed  common  lodging  house  in 
the  town. 

It  is  estimated  that  every  week  40  of  these 
travellers  take  shelter  about  the  Poole  brick 
kilns. 

Great  and  important  progress  has  been  made 
during  last  year  in  respect  of  the  new  Sewage 
Disposal  work  of  the  Town.  In  the  surveyor’s 
report  to  the  Urban  District  Council  of  22nd  of 
December  last,  I  found  that  the  following  works 
have  been  carried  out : — 

Under  the  head  of  Disposal  works  he  states 
that  thej-e  have  been  3,077  cubic  yards  of  excava¬ 
tion  ;  377  cubic  yards  of  concrete  foundation  ; 
2,120  yards  super-concrete  floors  to  ancerobic 
beds ;  1,563  yards  supe--cemenc  finishing  for 
same  ;  1,032  yards  cubic  brickwork  in  c-'ment  ;  266 
yards  super-9  brickwork  in  cement ;  1,352  ft.  run 
14  x  6  cement  coping  ;  260  ft.  run  9x6  cement 
coning;  No.  24  penstock  (fixed);  77  yds.  run 
12  ins.  cast  iron  pipes  ;  59  yds  run  9  ins.  cast 

iron  pipes  ;  No.  6  Revolving  Spreaders  ;  No.  33 
Manholes;  9,723  feet  run  of  Sewer  completed. 

The  work  is  still  going  on. 

Signed,  John  Meredith,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


